Carbon Jargon

Introduction

The Mayor of London declared a
climate emergency in 2018 and set a
target for the city to reach net zero
by 2030. Getting there will require
the entire London economy to play a
part.

This is a guide to help businesses
taking part in the Business Climate
Challenge understand the terms they
will come across as they work to
reduce their energy consumption.

Temperature change in Europe

The pace and scale of climate
change will have a serious impact on
the natural environment and humani-
ty. This has led to declarations of
'climate emergency' to emphasise
the need to reduce emissions.
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Climate Change

Climate change is the long-term
shift in temperatures and weather
patterns. We’re having hotter, drier
summers and warmer, wetter win-
ters. We’re also having extreme
weather like heavy rainfall and heat-
waves more often. Most scientists
agree that this is caused by human
actions that emit greenhouse gases
(GHG) like carbon dioxide. If GHG
emissions remain high, summer
temperatures in London could be
5.4°C hotter by 2070.

Net zero

As defined by the United Nations,
“net zero means we are not adding
new emissions to the atmosphere.
Emissions will continue, but will be
balanced by absorbing an equivalent
amount from the atmosphere”.

United Nations - The race to zero emissions
and why the world depends on it.
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https://www.the-iea.org/
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/12/1078612
https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/12/1078612
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https://theheartofthecity.com/climate-for-smes/jargon-busting-key-climate-action-terms/
https://theheartofthecity.com/climate-for-smes/jargon-busting-key-climate-action-terms/
https://theheartofthecity.com/climate-for-smes/jargon-busting-key-climate-action-terms/
https://smeclimatehub.org/
https://sciencebasedtargets.org/blog/net-zero-jargon-buster-a-guide-to-common-terms

